
WELCOME

BEST PRACTICES IN TRANSITIONS OF CARE

FAMILY & PATIENT EXPERIENCE IN TRANSITIONS OF CARE

DIGITAL STORYTELLING

TECHNOLOGY SPOTLIGHT: HEARTPOINT GLOBAL

BALANCING PARENTING & CAREGIVING FOR YOUR CHD CHILD

SYDNEY PHILPOTT-STREIFF, MPH
Director of Programs, Ollie Hinkle Heart Foundation & Adult CHD Patient

LAURA WATSON, MSN, RN
Education Coordinator, Ollie Hinkle Heart Foundation

9:15am -
9:45am KEILA LOPEZ, MD, MPH

Associate Professor, Pediatric Cardiology, Director of Faculty Development,
Heart Institute & Child Health Policy Fellow, Colorado Children’s Hospital

9:45am -
10:00am MARK WRIGHT

CHD Patient

MOLLY WRIGHT
Heart Parent

10:00am -
10:30am KRISTY WOLFE, BED, BSC

Digital Storytelling Facilitator, Kristy Wolfe Stories & Heart Parent

10:30am -
11:15am

11:15am -
11:45am CORINNE SMORRA, DSW, MSW, LCSW

Chief Clinical Officer, Heart and Mind Counseling; Contributing Faculty,
Walden University MSW Program; Adjunct Associate Professor, Western New
Mexico University MSW Program; Certified EMDR Practitioner by Eye
Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing International Association; and
Adult Heart Warrior
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TAKE HEART CONFERENCE 2025
Friday, October 24 | 9:00am - 2:00pm CT

9:00am -
9:15am

ELENA AMIN, MD
Chief Medical Officer, HeartPoint Global; Pediatric Cardiac Interventionist,
University of California San Francisco

BETTY MERTENS, MOL, MBA
Director of Client Success, UPBrand; Founder & President of Ella's Umbrella &
Heart Parent



12:00pm -
12:30pm

CREATING CHANGE THROUGH ADVOCACY: LESSONS FROM EVERY LEVEL

MEG DIDIER
Founder, Patient Bridge Solutions; Board Member, Sisters by Heart; Board Member,
Global ARCH; Co-Chair, Fontan Outcomes Network (SV-ONE); Adult CHD Patient

TERESA JOHNSON
Heart Parent & Medicaid Advocate

12:30pm -
12:50pm

PERSONAL & PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE IN PEDIATRIC CARDIOLOGY

MARIA OSSA GALVIS, MD
Pediatric Cardiologist, Assistant Professor at UT Southwestern Medical Center
& Heart Parent

12:50pm -
1:30pm

EXPRESSIVE THERAPY MODALITIES
CHRISTY MERRELL, MT-BC
Owner, Lead Music Therapist, Christy Merrell Music Therapy

1:30pm -
2:00pm

NAVIGATING SCHOOL HEALTH AND LEARNING WITH PEDIATRIC HEART DISEASE

KYLE LANDRY, MED
Founder and School Success Coach, Clinic to Classroom Consulting, LLC;
Cardiac School Liaison, Children’s Wisconsin; Sister of a Heart Warrior

ELLIE GLENN HARMON, MPA
Government Relations Director, St. Louis Children's Hospital & Pediatric Health
Care Advocate

BRITTANY BRISCOE, LAPC, NCC
Professional Counselor, Play Therapist

CORRY CANDE, MED, CCLS, FMCHC, NBC-HWC
Certified Child Life Specialist

2:00pm -
2:10pm

HEART WARRIOR LEGACY DEDICATION; WRAP UP & CLOSE

SYDNEY PHILPOTT-STREIFF, MPH
Director of Programs, Ollie Hinkle Heart Foundation & Adult CHD Patient

LAURA WATSON, MSN, RN
Education Coordinator, Ollie Hinkle Heart Foundation
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11:45am -
12:00pm

MOVEMENT BREAK

MAURA PATEL
Sr. State Government Relations Lead, American Heart Association

AMANDA WICK, MMT, MT-BC
Music Therapist, Christy Merrell Music Therapy


