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2020 was a year marked by uncertainty and fear, and as the year began to unfold it became 
clear events and fundraising would look much different than they had in the past. We were 
forced to cancel or reformat more than five events, one being our 8th annual signature event, 
Eat Drink Love (EDL). Cancelling EDL stressed us on a financial level— how would we keep 
up with the programs and support which families we serve had come to rely upon? And 
beyond fundraising, the event has become a day on which Mark and I look around at a room 
full of everyone who has helped build OHHF into the invaluable resource for heart families 
it is today. For seven years in a row, we laughed together, cried together, ate, drank and 
LOVED together! 

The pandemic also amplified the stress and anxiety heart families already face on a daily 
basis and the need for mental health support became greater than ever before… but how 
would we continue extending this service to heart families when we are not allowed to leave 
our houses? How would we capture high risk patients when everyone is stuck at home? 
Within 48 hours we gathered a group of therapists to conduct appointments virtually and referrals came rushing in. Covid forced us to re-think how we could 
continue to provide free and reputable mental health support to every heart family. And from our response to that challenge grew an innovative program that 
removed barriers to accessing mental health support, such as availability, accessibility, finances and stigma. The formation of this virtual mental health program 
further solidified our reputation as thoughtful, responsive and adaptive to the needs of the families we serve. And the program was such a success and so innovative 
we had groups from other heart centers around the U.S. reach out to see how they can bring this service to their families. 

OHHF has seen such immense growth in a short period of time, both within the heart community as well as our donor base. We used the time we would have 
been spending on planning for EDL to fine tune our infrastructure; grow a team that can keep up with the demand; expand our bandwidth to better manage our 
programs and donor base; button up our policies and procedures; and revisit our growth strategy moving forward. In the last year, we have added a director of 
operations, a marketing and development coordinator, a non-profit accountant, a programs manager, and a grant writer.

Ollie Hinkle Heart Foundation is committed to strengthening and EMPOWERING children and families impacted by congenital heart disease; arming them with 
hope and fueling their fight against CHD. This is the heart and soul of our work and it is built upon all the love and support we received during Ollie’s life and after 
he died. What started out as a way to feel better after losing Ollie soon grew into an effort to take all that LOVE we received and put it back out into the world. 
Thank you for standing in the trenches with us; holding our pain; and getting us through to the other side of grief feeling grateful, blessed, and believing in joy 
again. Thank you for teaching us that LOVE is one of the greatest gifts you can impart onto the world. I cannot imagine where we would be without you!

Friends and Supporters

Jenn Hinkle

Co-founder and Executive Director of Ollie Hinkle Heart 
Foundation and Ollie’s Mom
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About Us

Ollie Hinkle Heart Foundation was built on the LOVE 
Mark and I were shown when Ollie passed away from 
a congenital heart defect (CHD) at age one. After 
coming down with the flu and following a series of 
unfortunate events leading to sudden cardiac arrest, 
Ollie was placed on life support. Over the course of five 
days he seemed to be progressing; however the day he 
was scheduled to come off life support (ECMO) we 
learned the arrest had caused complete brain and brain 
stem damage.

I stared at the x-ray image of Ollie’s brain as the doctor 
explained the diagnosis to me. I fell to the ground. I did 
not have the strength to stand up, and a cry came out 

of me I had never heard before. My husband and my 
father-in-law picked me up off the floor — literally and 
figuratively — they held me up and surrounded me 
with their love. And soon family and friends came from 
near and far and wrapped our family in love. Then 
acquaintances. Then complete strangers. And the circle 
surrounding us grew and grew. Through all we 
received, we found peace, hope, and strength to keep 
going. And eight years later, it continues to grow as we 
spread love to others through the foundation we began 
in his name. It is thanks to all of that love and support 
OHHF has positioned itself as one of the leading 
resources for heart families in St. Louis and beyond.

The mission of Ollie Hinkle Heart 

Foundation is to strengthen and 

empower families affected by 

congenital heart disease (CHD).

Wrapping families in love

Providing medical and mental health support

Funding impactful and innovative technology 
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2020 By The Numbers

195
Virtual Therapy Sessions Funded

23
States Represented In Outreach

11
Licensed Therapist Partners

954
Families Helped

4
National Collaborative Involvements
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Private Donations   $351,579

Event Revenue    $497,034

Merchandise Sales      $6,372

Investment Revenue      $45,725

       $900,710

Mental Health    $99,628

Loving Support    $64,460

Technology & Research  $10,033

Education    $19,993

General & Administrative  $39,188

Fundraising & Development    $169,591 

   $402,893

= 10

As 2020 was a challenging year for everyone, we knew heart families needed us more than ever. 
Thanks to the support of our donors and some creativity from our team, we were able to keep spreading love in 2020.

revenue

expenses

453
Donations By Source

By Program

7
Major Hospitals Reached Out 
About Our Services
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Virtual Therapy Program
Mental Health Services Born From COVID-19

The emotional support and mental health needs of caregivers of medically complex infants and 
young children are often overlooked. Studies show parents of children with critical congenital 
heart disease are at an elevated risk for mental health problems. According to the Journal of 
the American Heart Association, 30% have symptoms consistent with a diagnosis of post 
traumatic stress disorder and 50% report clinically elevated symptoms of depression and/or 
anxiety. Up to 80% present with clinically significant symptoms of trauma.

In addition to the challenges families experience when caring for a child with a CHD, the 
COVID-19 pandemic further compounded the stress these families face and providing 
accessible mental health support became more important than ever. Within 48 hours, OHHF 
responded to this growing need by putting together a group of therapists who specialize in 
trauma-informed care. This grew into a virtual mental health program providing an access 
point to mental health specialists that support the heart warrior, parents, grandparents, 
siblings, and even the care team. Making this therapy easy, free, and virtual allowed families 
to get the much-needed support they otherwise would not be able to receive.

Some statistics

   Launched April 2020

   Received 49 referrals between April and December from social workers, nurses, or directly from clients

   100% of referrals were responded to by the OHHF team

   Of those 49 referrals, 40 resulted in a therapy session - 82% *

   Between April and December 2020, OHHF has funded 195 sessions

* Referrals not resulting in an appointment were due to lack of response from the client
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I had my first therapy session 

this morning. I have never 

reached out for help or been able 

to afford it. Thank you to the Ollie 
Hinkle Heart Foundation for 

offering these services for heart 

moms. I am truly grateful...

- HEART MOM
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Impact through innovation
Funding Leading T3 Technology

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, every bed in The Heart 
Center at St. Louis Children’s Hospital (SLCH) will be outfitted with 
a T3 Monitor. These monitors collect and piece together thousands 
of data points in near real-time, faster and more effectively than even 
the best doctor or nurse would ever be capable; and provides 
clinicians with an important tool to help quickly detect potentially 
serious events before they happen. 

According to Dr. Avihu Gazit, Pediatric Cardiac Intensivist at SLCH 
and T3 Clinical Researcher, “The main benefit of this platform is to 
fully understand the patient’s clinical state both in real time as well 
as for the future state— we can see how the clinical state is evolving 
and also go back and analyze events that occurred and understand 
from those how to improve the patient’s care. This technology puts 
St. Louis at the forefront of cardiac care in the country, enabling us 
to continue improving outcomes for children with complex needs 
and heart conditions.”

The only hospitals in the US to have these are  Children's Hospital of 
Philadelphia (CHOP), Boston Children’s, Cincinnati Children’s, 
Children’s of Alabama, Children’s National, Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital, Children's Hospital Los Angeles (CHLA), and now St. Louis 
Children’s Hospital.
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Eight years ago we started out just trying to honor our son’s memory. Today we cut the ribbon on one of 
the most groundbreaking innovations in heart monitoring. We chose to fund T3 because it is technology 
that could have saved Ollie’s life had it been around when he was alive. Only in hindsight was his care 
team able to identify the downward trend in his condition. And by then he had sustained complete and 
irreparable brain damage. It was too late. The minute the T3 monitor is installed and turned on, it begins 
making a difference, directly impacting the families we serve, giving them hope and an added level of 
security that their child is in the best hands, and, no doubt, saving lives.

-MARK HINKLE

Co-founder of Ollie Hinkle Heart Foundation and Ollie’s Dad
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Take Heart 2020
Virtual CHD Conference

Take Heart was our inaugural virtual CHD conference providing education and outreach. This free 
online event offered education to heart families and healthcare professionals, as well as fun 
interactive activities for kids. Our 2020 conference was in partnership with The Heart Center at St. 
Louis Children’s Hospital. Take Heart featured leading local health professionals and other experts 
sharing content on topics related to mental health and CHD.

We had over 132 households from 23 different states tune in to Take Heart 2020. Participants had 
an overwhelmingly positive response to the event and we have decided to make this an annual 
occurrence. We look forward to continuing Take Heart in 2021 and beyond!

Agenda Highlights

    Panel on caring for the mental health of heart parents and siblings

    Message from Dr. Carole Lannon, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital

    Dissection of a cow heart with Dr. Aaron Abarbannel, St. Louis Children’s Hospital

    Panel on caring for the mental health of heart warriors

    Live Q&A with adult heart warriors
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Thank you for a very informational 
conference! As a heart mom, a lot 
of the things that were discussed 
resonated with me.

-HEART MOM

Really appreciate the effort of 
everyone involved. Very relevant 
topic (mental health) and very well 
done overall. Thank you!

- CONFERENCE ATTENDEE
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As an early volunteer for the OHHF, I witnessed first hand 
the passion and dedication of this organization. Despite its 
tremendous growth over the past eight years, every 
decision is consistently made with love, kindness, and 
thoughtfulness. Those same traits were the guiding factors 
in the team's response to the challenges of 2020. 

From re-imagining fundraisers to launching a unique virtual 
mental health program for heart families, the OHHF rallied 
when heart families needed us most. In an effort to support 
the parents and caregivers of children with CHD, we 
created a service that would provide free virtual therapy for 
heart families. The OHHF strongly believes that lack of 
resources should not be a barrier to receiving necessary 
mental health services. By supporting heart parents’ mental 
wellness, it can enable them to better cope with CHD and 
care for their child, become more resilient when medical 
problems arise, and strengthen heart parents which 
provides benefit for the entire family. 

The success of this program has attracted the attention of hospitals and foundations across the country. Stay tuned as we take 
our love for Ollie and spread it nationwide. This is the most exciting and dynamic time the OHHF has ever seen. We are so 
thankful for your continued support and to have you along for this journey. 

All the love to you and your family, 
 

Katy Linnenbringer 
Board Vice-President  

A MESSAGE 
FROM OUR BOARD VICE PRESIDENT
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BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS

MARK HINKLE
Co-founder

JASON WEEMS
President

KATY LINNENBRINGER
Vice President

LAURA BOHON

JENNY BROSSEAU

ANNE PENNICK

DR. CHETANA REDDY

BETH RUMACK

AMANDA SCHMITT

MATTHEW SCHMITT

MAGGIE JEWELL

MEET 
THE TEAM

jenn hinkle
Executive Director & 
Co-founder

Sarah lenert
Director of Development
& Operations

Amy Hogan
Finance Manager

Sarah Schott
Marketing & Development 
Coordinator

Sydney Philpott-streiff
Programs Manager
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THANK YOU

4 Hands Brewing Company
James Abbott
Alfonso and Molly Aceves
Becky Adams
Alexander and Kelly Adduci
Keith Ady
Aetna Foundation
Joann Allen
Alliance Community Bank

Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield
Pete Arman
Mary Atkin
Jacob and Sarah AuBuchon
Craig and Eva Avery
Nick and Jill Azar
Bank of America
Stephen and Beth Barr
Jason and Julie Battaglia
Matt and Jaime Bayes
Ross Bearman
Jonathan and Alene Becker
Fred and Jessica Bendana
Andy and Heidi Bersett
Emily Biehl
Jeff and Lynne Binder
Linda Birenbaum
Joel and Megan Bittle
Stuart and Marie Block
Ryan and Laura Bohon
Robert and Deanna Bokel
William and Patricia Bolster
Debbie Bonham
Kathy Bourbon
Kenny and Lisa Boyer
Zach Brace and Renata Figueiredo
Bill and Erin Brasser
Jennifer Brenner
Claire Broadhead
Ernest and Charlotte Brooks
Jenny Brosseau
Justin and Kayla Brown
Alysha Brown
Barb Bryant
David Buck
Joe Buck

Chad Buder
Brian and Stephanie Burton
Holly Butler
Kurt and Caroline Calvert
Canon Medical Systems

Cigna Health and Life Insurance
Jarrett and Holly Clark
Kristie Clinard
Brooke Clinton  
James Cohee
Molly Corrigan
Crane Fund for Widows and Children
Scott and Kim Crawford
Jeffrey and Julia Cross
Melissa Cusumano
CyberPay
Michael Czajka
Kasturi Dange
Shawn and Caty Davis
Tanya Dedo
Alexandra Delhougne

We are pleased to recognize the following 
supporters who contributed gifts between January 
1, 2020 and December 31, 2020. This generosity 
allows OHHF to continue its commitment to 
fighting against pediatric congenital heart disease 
and strengthening heart families through loving 
support, providing mental and medical support, 
and funding impactful and innovative research.

Contributions of $1000 or more are indicated in 
bold.
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Lance and Nancy DeMond
Paul and Carole Deutsch
Tammy DeWeese
Emily DiCroce
Samuel and Sue Digirolamo
Brian and Debbie Dinsmoor
Dan and Karen Disabato
Jacqueline Domanus
Dr. Bronner's Family Foundation
Mark and Katie Drew
Judith Drew
Craig and Erica Dudenhoeffer
Cindy Dunn Randl
Mike Dziadus
Sheila Eaton
Sean and Michelle Eickhoff
Gerry and Pat Eisele
Gerry Eisele Jr. and Robyn Eisele
Nancy Elfrink
Elizabeth Holloway Woods Foundation
Emerson
Julie and Scott Engelbrecht
Magdalin Englert
Equifax
Etiometry
Express Scripts
Staci Falk
Allison Faron
Christopher Ferree
Patricia Fiehler
David and Ann Flanders
Chris Fowler
Eric and Meghan Fritsche
James Froedge
Nicholas Funk
Bob and Cheryl Gamache
Kelly and Pamela Gardner
Bob and Sandy Gardner
Raymond and Sherill Geisman

Mike and Carolyn Gillespie
Bill and Liz Gladney
Jason Glanville
Lucas and Allison Glass
Kurt Glore
Kenneth Goldberg
Brian Gordon
Steve and Christine Gordon
Jake Gower
Randy and Patricia Greenblatt
Greg and Laura Griffin
Mike and Mary Jo Grigaitis
Elizabeth Gross
Growing More Opportunities
Katherine Grun
Keith Guller
Andrew Habel
Patrick and Marianne Hagerty
Handi-Craft Company

Dan Harbaugh
Mike and Michelle Harman
Kraig and Valorie Harris
Elaine Hauck
Ted and Diane Haynes

Alison Hedrick
Shannon Heimburger
Mary Heintz
Matthew Helfrich
Elizabeth Hemmert
Joe and Amy Hertweck
Derek Hibdon
Paul Higgins
Corinne Hilbert
Dave and Vicki Hinkle
Daniel and Kari Hinkle
David and Mara Hinkle
Chris and Kristen Hite
Carrie Hoelscher
Emily Hoffman
Madison Hofmeyer
James Hoge and Kelly Brown
Gregg Hollabaugh
Greg and Elise Holland
Holy Redeemer Men's Club
Mary Hough
Jonah Houts and Jesse Lawson
Cabanne Howard
Kate Hrubes
Jesse and Linda Hunter
Anthony Irace
Brad and Sarah Jacobs
James and Alison Bates Foundation
Nicholas and Maggie Jewell
Tara Johnson
Dana Johnson
Cory Jones
Jill Jones
Laurie Jones
Ford and Diane Joseph
Gaye Julian
Oren and Kara Kaplan
Katie's Pizza and Pasta
Greg Keller
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Michelle Kelley
Jason and Emily Kelly
Aimee Kem
Michael Kennedy
Lindsey Kerber
Jennifer Kernan
Tim and Rachel Kessler
Laurence and Pamela Kinsella
Tim and Jennifer Klingler
Janet Klingler
Ed Kniep
Natali Kummer
Traci Kunath
Cory and Shiela Lamp
Douglas and Jo Ann Lang
Jake and Katie LaPlant
Larson Family Charitable Fund
Jon and Staci Lazarow
Bill and Sarah Lenert
Rob and Murray Linden
Jake and Kathryn Lindley
Gerald and Katy Linnenbringer
Tian Liu
Lockwood Family Dental Care
Locus Health
Patrick and Joanna Lodes
John and Mimi Londoff
Lisa Long

Mirije LoPresti
Maria Lunoff
Casey and Alana Madden
George and Suzi Mahe
Chris and Colann Main
Peter and Shiela Manion
Justin and Sarah Margherio
Greg and Leeann Markovitz
Yolanda Marshall
John and Lynn Martens
Meagan Martinez
Diane Martin
Hannah McAfoos
Daniel and Angie McAlone
Larry and Sue McCarthy
Amy McCurdy
Chris and Kelli McDonald
Deryk and Melissa McDowell
Matt and Kate McInnis
Greg McMurtrey
Charles Milton
Derrick and Allie Ming
Greg and Katherine Mitchell
Barbara Moore
Dennis and Martha Moore
John Moore
Benjamin Moramarco
Catherine Moriarty
Aimee Muldrow
Rob and Tara Neumayr
Mark and Dede Nigh
Paul Nordmann
Lytle Norton
Christine Novalis
Jason Nowak
Nuveen
Mike and Cathleen Nuxoll
Pat and Sue O'Brien
Keegan O'Brien
Jon Ogren
Joel and Liz Oliver
Stephanie Orms

Jason and Katie Ortwerth
Maggie Palutsis
John and Kris Pantanella
Nick Paskal
Paycom
Steve and Beth Pelch
Richard and Christine Pennell
Paul and Mary Ellen Pennick
Perennial Partners LLC
Mara Perry
James and Shelley Perulfi
Anne Phelps
Philpott Family Foundation
Joe and Kelly Pimmel
Num and Angie Pisutha-Arnond
Kathy Poelker
Christopher and Ashley Pondoff
Brian and Mary Grace Portell
Jody Porter

Brian and Cathy Pratt
Damon Priddy
Frederic Pugliano
Suzanne Puls
Todd Purdy
Jim and Katie Putnam
Stephen and Meghan Rak
Kumar and Carrie Rao
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Courtney Rigdon
Brad and Susan Roberts
Chrissy Rogers
Tom and Ellyn Rosenblum
Rachel Rosen
Beth and Marc Rumack
Salesforce
Cindy Sanchez
Jimmy and Domenica Sansone
Paula Savarino
Matthew and Audrey Scherrer
Don and Debbie Schlapprizzi
Matt and Amanda Schmitt
Richard Schmitt
Liesl Schnuck
Marsha Schulte
Chris Schulte
Janice Seele
Noelle Seymour
Richard Shasserre
Vicki Shaw
Jordan Siewert
Regina Silvestain
Lauren Simon
Nancy Simpson
Vern and Susan Singer
Southwest Pediatrics
Jessica Spanevello
Matthew and Erica Spangler
St. Louis Children's Hospital
Adam and Kate Stacy
Cecilia Steinberg
Vicki Stewart
Madeline Stieven
Joseph and Mary Stieven
Matt and Kelly Stranz
Daniel Stricker
Jeannie Sullivan
Barbara Taylor
Kristen Temple
The Pageant LLC
The Pilates Barre Studio LLC

Lori Thompson
Marcia Thornton
Susan Thurmer-Ritzel
Raymond and Eileen Trautman
Kevin and Keely Travers

Brian and Kara Travers
UMB Bank
Lacey Unger
US FOODS
Kellie and Eric Vahey
Michael and Mary Ann Vahl
Andy and Melissa Vien
Ricardo and Charlotte Vigil
Karen Voegtle
Betsy Wacker
Richard Walsh
Katie Walsh
Ann Warren
Twila Way
Andy and Christine Way
Jason and Jillian Weems
Dawn Weinstock
Kelly Weirich
Mark and Deborah Weis
Wells Fargo
Maria Wetzel
Ken and Laura Wilhelm

Jeremy and Amanda Williams
Neil and Mary Wissmann
Lindsay Wright
Douglas and Lynn Yaeger
Myles and Mary Yanta
Amadou and Meleshia Yattassaye
Lynn Ziegelmeier
Lauren Zoanetti-Affleck
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